
Our Senior Students will have finished school for 
the year by the time you receive this newsletter.  A 
number of them will be sitting external 
examinations either to gain additional credits, or to 
improve the quality of their achievement grades 
gained internally. 
 
Our Chairperson informs me that our parents are 
not familiar with NCEA and require more 
information and yet I recall attending one of our 
information evenings and being somewhat 
embarrassed that I had called a number of my 
teachers back to attend an evening meeting where 
we outnumbered the parents in attendance by about 
2:1.  Such evenings are held early in March so 
perhaps you might look out for our invitation and 
bring those questions along so that we can remove 
the confusion. 
 
However, back to those external exams.  As you 
know, credits may be gained either from Unit 
Standards earned from internal (in-school) 
assessment or from Achievement Standards which 
can be either internally or externally assessed.  We 
don’ t get to choose the style of assessment for 
these but the essential difference between the two 
standards can be seen in the achievement grades.  
Unit Standards permit grades A only while   

Achievement Standards may generate grades A 
(Achieved), M (Merit) or E (Excellence).  This 
poses a problem for us.  We’ re promoting 
improvement in student achievement but to enhance 
their chances of succeeding, we offer more Unit 
Standard assessment than Achievement Standard.  
Most of our assessment is internal. 
 
However, it is important for you to understand that 
when you pay your $75 for your NCEA fees, your 
child has an automatic right of entry into all external 
examinations and therefore have those chances of 
gaining higher quality achievement grades.  Those 
of our students with ambition tend to enter these 
exams while those who are not, tend not to. 
 
Unfortunately, the system cannot cope with printing 
excessive numbers of assessment papers on the off- 
chance that students might choose to sit.  NZQA ask 
us to identify those who wish to sit and those who 
do not.  We’ve relied on your children seeking 
guidance from you regarding this, in the past, but I 
suspect that many have not done so. 
 
Early next year, I will be seeking feedback from you 
relating to a number of issues around NCEA.  I do 
hope that you will take the time to complete the 
survey to give us your opinions and guidance. 
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Thursday 29 November Science Road Show is in our Gym.  Feel free to visit it. 
Monday December 4th Westland Anniversary Day – public holiday. 
Wednesday 6th December External Examinations finish. 
Wednesday 13th December Senior mentor training begins. 
Thursday 14th December Senior mentor training continues and the last day for Yrs 9 and 10 students. 
Thursday 14th December End of Year Mass and Awards Ceremony – St Patrick’s Church  
 commencing 7:00 p.m. 
Friday 15th December Orientation day for new intake 2007 and last day open for 2006. 
Monday February 5th 2007 Senior Options Review Day for students who wish to change their options. 
Tuesday February 6th Waitangi Day – public holiday. 
Wednesday February 7th All Year 9 students and mentors to attend school in full uniform. 
Thursday February 8th All Year 10, 11 and 12 students to attend school in full uniform. 
Friday February 9th  All students to attend normal school in full uniform. 
Tuesday February 14th  Opening Mass – details to be provided early next year. 
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Congratulations go from us all to Jillian Devlin for being recognised as the Rotary Young Person of the Year.  We 
couldn’ t think of a youngster more deserving of this title.  Jillian is an energetic, kind, supportive and humble girl 
who obviously works tirelessly in the background in the service of others.  Well done, Jillian; it’ s quite an honour 
and well deserved.  We would also like to acknowledge Rachel Whitcombe who was also nominated for this 
honour and came in as runner-up.  How’s that for the fruits of a Catholic education? 
 
Another of our students worthy of congratulations is Brooke O’Connor who successfully gained a Ministry of 
Education sponsored AFS scholarship to Japan in 2007.  Brooke had to compete against some tough competition 
for this opportunity and go through a rigorous interview procedure.   We hope that she has a wonderful experience 
and we’ ll be sure to share some of her experiences with you after she has returned to us at the end of the year. 
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We would like to congratulate the following students for being selected as mentors and mediators next year.  The 
team will be headed by Ashleigh, our Head Girl, and Clem, our Head Boy (congratulations to both on their 
successful appointments).  Other members include Matthew (congratulations on being elected Student Trustee, 
Matt), Liam, Sarah-Jane, Ryan, David , Ben, Laura, Danielle and Jillian.  We are looking forward to a highly 
successful year with this team next year and our Year 9 students will be well looked after. 
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Once again we find ourselves congratulating Warren for gaining a Distinction in the University of New South 
Wales Mathematics Competition, held earlier this year.  It’ s true to say that you just don’ t get tired of reading such 
good things. Another fine effort, Warren.  We are going to miss your results next year while you’ re attending a 
school in Australia but we hope that you’ ll continue entering this competition in the future.   
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With Christmas coming along again, we are reminded that, for some, this is a time of real pressure and hardship.  In 
response to this, the Combined Emergency Services involving the Ambulance Service, Fire Service and Police will 
again be undertaking their Food Dr ive on Thursday 7th December between 5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  The idea is 
that they drive around our neighbourhoods (Dobson, Greymouth, Cobden, Runanga and Rapahoe), making a lot of 
noise to let us know that they’ re collecting food for a central food bank in Greymouth which will then be 
distributed through our local food banks.  The idea is to provide food which will help out those in need during the 
Christmas period. Please support this worthy cause. ����
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Fundraising activities included a Marist Missions’  Mufti Day which raised $230 to be sent to the Kiribati 
Postulancy to help fund the education of young men training to become Marist Brothers.  Junior pupils again 
helped with Community Service by collecting for The Blind Foundation.  Pupils held another Mufti Day to raise 
money to help Fr Geoff Lee (who celebrated Mass with us at school in Fr John’s absence) and Alex Lee, who is 
being treated for TB.  Pupils realised that the Lees had additional expenses that they hadn’ t budgeted for when 
planning their New Zealand trip. Pupils and staff were very generous, raising $353.50. 
 
Ruby and Danielle have worked with Father John this year to prepare for First Communion.  At Mass on November 
1, Danielle was baptised and both girls received Communion for the first time.  They were joined by parents and 
family as well as several staff and pupils.  It was a wonderful occasion. 
 
On November 2, an All Souls Liturgy was held for the school.  During this time we remembered in particular, the 
pupils who died while at school, Father Bill and the young people of Cave Creek, especially Cathy McCarthy.  
Father John blessed a framed collage of pictures of Scott Brownlee, a past Senior Leader and Board Trustee, who 
died tragically last year.   



Father Geoff Lee visited our Year 10 RE class and told them of his life in Papua New Guinea and the young street 
kids that he has living with him. 
 
Chantal and Jasmine were confirmed on Sunday 19 November by Bishop Barry Jones, along with 38 other young 
people, in a very moving service. 
 
Covenant Players visited Year 9 and 10 pupils presenting plays on values to reinforce work covered in Health and 
RE. 
 
Community Service Day, Year 9 and 10 pupils are working in the community giving time, energy and enthusiasm 
to people requiring help as a thank you for the support received during the year.  This is part of the Health 
Curriculum objective – take action in the community. 
 
Senior Leaders and Mentors have been chosen and will be blessed by Bishop Barry at the End of Year Mass.  They 
will be training for two days and then will work with our next year’s Year 9 pupils on Orientation Day. 
 
Year 10 pupils will be working with Mrs Webster and Mr Leask for a day looking at positive life choices and 
sexuality issues.  
 
We are looking forward to friends and family joining us for the End of Year Mass at St Patrick’s Church.   This is a 
public formal occasion when we celebrate our year and the successes of our students in a variety of activities.  
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It never ceases to amaze me when I see the amount of success some of our students have in a wide range of sporting 
codes, considering the size of our school. At a recent assembly, we recognised these out-of-school sporting 
achievements. 
 
MATT; South Island Under 17 Rugby League team, ASHLEIGH; South Island Under 16 Discus Champion and South Island 
Netball C Grade Talented Players Award, JESSE; South Island Netball C Grade Talented Players Award, NATHAN; Under 17 
Canterbury Squash Squad, BEN; Under 15 Canterbury Squash Squad, JIMMY; Under 17 Canterbury Squash Squad, 
SHARLOTTE; 16th Grade Mainland Soccer Squad, JORDIE; Under 15 Canterbury Red Cricket Zone Team, JOSEPHINE; Gold 
Medal Under 50kg South Island Judo Championships and Silver Medals x 2 South Island Judo Championships and RACHEL; 
Crisco Netball Youth Volunteer of the Year. 
  
In addition, we presented our own sporting award certificates for achievement within the school’s curriculum.  We 
extend our congratulations to all of our students listed below. 
 
VICTORIA; U14 Girls Athletic Champion, JAMES; U14 Boys Athletic Champion, 
JESSE; U15 Girls Athletic Champion, JORDIE; U15 Boys Athletic Champion, ASHLEIGH; 
U16 Girls Athletic Champion, KEVAN; U16 Boys Athletic Champion, DAVID; U19 Boys Athletic Champion, BEN; Junior 
Boys Swimming Champion, JORDIE; Intermediate Swimming Champion, CLYDE; Senior Boys Swimming Champion, 
MONICA; Junior Girls Cross Country Champion, SHANNON; Junior Boys Cross Country Champion, ASHLEIGH; Senior 
Girls Cross Country Champion and CLEM; Senior Boys Cross Country Champion. 
 
Without the support of some parents, a number of events would not be attended by our students and so we would 
also like to acknowledge the efforts of: 
 

JULIE COLL; squash, THERESE GIBBENS; cricket and basketball, MICHAEL BROWNLEE; basketball, 
JOHN KERSTEN; basketball, MARGARET CURRAGH; netball and KAREN DOOLAN; netball. 

 
We extend our sincere thanks for the efforts of the above Mums and Dads in contributing towards the successes of 
our students.  
 

Our thanks also to all those students who gave up their personal time to coach and support sports teams throughout 
the year and to James Grant for his commitment to coaching ‘The Bishops’  Boys’  B Grade basketball team.  
 

On 14 November our Junior boys and girls Volleyball teams competed in a regional competition in Westport.  Both 
teams were finalists, both teams had won every game to get to the final.  The girls continued their winning streak, 
but the boys lost by one point.   Mr McNish’s Outdoor Education class (Ashleigh, Matt., David, Ryan, Clyde) 
supported the teams by coaching and umpiring.  A fine effort. 
 
 



� � ! 	 � � � � � � � �$ � � � , � � � � � � �� � ! 	 � � � � � � � �$ � � � , � � � � � � �� � ! 	 � � � � � � � �$ � � � , � � � � � � �� � ! 	 � � � � � � � �$ � � � , � � � � � � �  
�
(From a report provided by Therese Gibbens)  Our team travelled to the Sunshine Coast in Australia during the 
September holidays, after a mammoth fundraising effort, to enter the Australasian schoolboy cricket tournament. 
The team included Steven (Captain), Ben, Ryan, Matthew, Jimmy, Jordie, Nathan, Clem, Nick, Nick D, Brogan 
and Josh.  The Coach was Mr Stone and the Manager, Mrs Gibbens.  Mr Bares and Mrs Campbell also 
accompanied the team as support parents.  Our appreciation is extended to these people and to Therese Gibbens in 
particular whose personal drive resulted in our participation in this event.   
 
The team celebrated victory over the St Columban team (Aus), Matthew Flinder College (Aus) and Te Awamutu 
College (NZ) having been defeated by the same school earlier in the competition, but were defeated also by a 
Queensland (emerging players) team and Takapuna Grammar (NZ).   Considering the size of our school and that of 
our team’s opponents, our students achieved remarkable results and deserve huge congratulations for their efforts. 
 
This experience will stay with these boys all their lives.  It took a huge fundraising effort to get them to this 
tournament in Australia.  The Sunshine Coast Cricket festival was extremely well organised, the facilities were 
exceptional and it really showed just how much Australian’s love their sport when considering the amount of 
money put into the facilities alone.  The boys were a credit to their parents and the school, with fairness and 
behaviour both on and off the field being highlights for the parents who travelled with them.  Our thanks to Mr 
Stone who gave up his holidays to come to Australia and coach the team!! 
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The Board of Trustees has sent out a letter relating to a few changes coming through in our school uniform, to be 
introduced for next year.  Included with the letter are a detailed list of uniform items and a list of consequences for 
students arriving at school wearing improper uniform.  It is most important that you read this material and even 
more important that if you have not received this information by the time you receive this newsletter, please ring us 
and we will ensure that you get a copy.  
 

Please see note (P5) regarding Uniform orders and measurement times. 
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Each year, we provide an opportunity for parents of Year 10 students to spend an hour or so with us one evening so 
that we can explain exactly how the current NCEA qualification system works.  Parental support of their children 
during these years is essential to their success.  If you are not informed of what is required and what your child 
must do to achieve better results, then you will be less effective in supporting their efforts.  Please note that our 
information evening is held during the first or second week in March.  
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Elections will be held for our Board of Trustees next year.  Nominations will be called for commencing 1 March 
and will close on 15th March 2007.  If you are interested in standing for election as a parent representative of John 
Paul II High School, watch your local paper around this time next year or call Tanya at St Patrick’s School on (03) 
758 7830 for information.  
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This year, we were delighted to have Natalia from Brazil attending our school as an exchange student through the 
AFS scheme.  Another organisation, EF, is also offering placements for exchange students.  One of our own 
students, Brooke, through the AFS organisation, was successful in gaining a scholarship to Japan next year.  The 
success of this programme, internationally, depends on the generosity of Homestay families who welcome these 
young people into their homes and provide food and accommodation out of their own pockets.  We have another 
opportunity for an overseas student to attend our school next year, if we can find a family who will take them in for 
the 2007 school year.  I f you are interested in hosting one of these students, our Principal, Harold Leask would 
love to hear from you.  Just phone our school and ask to speak to him.���� ����  
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Creating pathways and Building L ives (CPaBL) is an initiative aimed at building a sustainable school-wide 
approach to career education.   John Paul II High School accepted the invitation from the Ministry of Education to 
join this programme designed to develop or enhance the school’s Career Education Programme.     The school team 
will include the Principal, and wider careers staff, a Career Services representative and a School Support Services 
(SSS) advisor.   There will be a link with Tertiary Education Commission (TEC) and Youth Transitions Services.    
Productive meetings held during November have focused on learning more about the project and becoming 
acquainted with support teams and other schools included in their regions.  (See also Principal’s comment, 
Newsletter 15 September). 
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Hello from ‘Friends’ .  
Thank you to the few who have supported us over the last year.   
We would appreciate some new members.   Please think about  
this over the holidays.   
 

Please remember that if you are requiring financial assistance for a school related activity, 
 you may wish to contact Kate on phone 768 9334. 

Funds were raised during 2006 by ‘Lotto’  and ‘Book Club’  sales 
and granted to students for sports trips, sports equipment and overseas travel. 
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� From:  Kate, Zoe, Robyn, Margaret, Terence, Rose, Karen and Debbie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Second Hand uniforms my be purchased from our  school by contacting  
Debbie Birchfield Phone 768 9334 to ar range a time to meet at school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

II MMPPOORRTTAANNTT  NNOOTTII CCEE  
UNIFORM ORDERS 

 CHANGE OF DAY FOR UNIFORM FITTINGS 
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, it has been necessary to change, the date for taking 
measurements/orders for Blazers (girls & boys), Girls’  shorts and kilts. 

Our apologies for any inconvenience 
NEW DATE : Wednesday : 6 December 2006  

3:00 p.m.to 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
85,000 New Zealand families are newly entitled to family assistance tax credits from 1 April 2006.   
Higher income limits and a new In-Work Payment for eligible working families will mean that families 
who weren’ t previously eligible for Family Assistance may now find that they are.  Anyone who thinks 
they may qualify for Family Assistance can go online to www.workingforfamilies.govt.nz or find out if 
they qualify by calling 0800 257 477. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORKING FOR FAMILIES   (On behalf of  Inland Revenue and Work and Income) 
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